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Reflections on Marx and Engels’ Thoughts about Urban-rural
Economic Relations

Jiang Yongmu Xian Rongsheng Zhang Xiaolei

Abstract: The Third Plenary Session of 18th CPC Central Committee points out that we

must improve the mechanisms and institutions to form new relations between industry
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and agriculture and between urban and rural areas in which industry promotes agricul-
ture, urban areas support rural development, agriculture and industry benefit each oth-
er, and urban and rural areas achieve integrated development. It is very important to
systematically sort out and learn from Marx and Engels’ thoughts about urban-rural
economic relations for a deeper understanding of the spirit of the Third Plenary Session.
Marx and Engels maintain that the evolution of urban-rural economic relations is a natu-
ral process of history. On different stages of urban and rural development, urban areas
and rural areas play different roles. Capitalism intensifies the opposition between urban
and rural areas. It is an inevitable tendency for the urban-rural opposition to perish,
while it needs multiple conditions for this tendency to happen. The fusion between ur-
ban and rural areas is an important feature of the future communist society. Marx and
Engels’ studies built up distinctive characteristics and set up the basic framework of
Marxian thoughts about urban-rural economic relations, and they also created the scien-
tific methods to develop these thoughts.
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